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Why ‘42’? 

As some of you may have guessed, the author Douglas Adams in his book, ‘Hitchhikers 

Guide to the Galaxy’, proposed that 42 was the answer to the question of life, the 

universe and everything.  

The number 42 also happens to be the ASCII code for the asterisk '*' which is a wildcard 

character indicating any number of characters or even an empty string in programming. This could be 

interpreted as the answer 'anything you want it to be'. This was the deciding factor for me in naming my 

exhibition because, ultimately, I want you — the viewer — to bring your unique meaning to each piece.  

I believe that life itself is meaningless (as in impartial or a ‘blank slate’). I feel that you — as observer and 

creator of your reality — bring meaning to life through positive, negative or neutral perspectives. 

New Technique 

When I embarked on this new style, I noticed that anyone who engaged with one of the pieces had a 

completely exclusive interpretation — the art acted as a mirror to the individual soul. Which is, let’s face it, 

what most art offers us — a temporary glimpse at a realm beyond the physical. 

This new technique of mine is what I like to call ‘lucky dip’ painting. I do a pour and a swirl of paint, a lick of 

mixed media and then leave it to dry. The next day I examine the smorgasbord of colour and haphazard 

patterns and start to see images emerging which I then simply flesh out. It’s as if the art is painting itself and 

I’m just helping it along. 

You will also notice in some of my work that I love to use spirals and patterns. I’m hugely influenced by life 

itself: the Golden Means Ratio, sacred geometry, Platonic solids, fractals, the flower of life, etc. Nature and 

the cosmos are governed by these principles — it seems very unlikely that the universe is random and 

chaotic, and some form of ‘Intelligent Design’ must be behind it all. 

More about 42 

I happened to be 42 years old when I painted this collection. It is a significant number to me as it is also the 

age where you make your rites of passage into maturity (sometimes misinterpreted as a ‘mid-life crisis’).  

Here are some other interesting ‘42’ trivia to ponder: 

 Light refracts off water by 42 degrees to create a rainbow. 

 When the growing numbers of Large Hadron Collider scientists acquired more office space recently, 

they named their new complex Building 42. 

 There are 42 principles of Ma'at, the ancient Egyptian goddess – and concept – of physical and moral 

law, order and truth (Interesting fact:  Ma’at, the lion goddess, appeared in my painting ‘The Trickster’ 

before I even knew about this point). 

 The band Level 42 chose their name in recognition of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. 

 In the Book of Revelation, it is prophesized that the beast will hold dominion over the earth for 42 

months. 



 

 



 

 
‘The Trickster’ 

40cm x 40cm x 2.5cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Stretched Canvas 

R1950.00 



 



 

 
“Forest Spores” 

40cm x 40cm x 2.5cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Stretched Canvas 

R1950.00 



 



 

 

 “Disoriented” 

50cm x 50cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R3950.00 



 



  

“Cosmic Dementia” 

25cm x 92cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed 

Canvas 

R5200.00 



 



  

“Kom Ombo” 

25cm x 92cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed 

Canvas 

R5200.00 



 



  

“The Djinn” 

25cm x 92cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed 

Canvas 

R5200.00 



 



   

“The Phoenix” 

25cm x 92cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed 

Canvas 

R5200.00 



 



  

 

“Intelligent Design” 

38cm x 76cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed 

Media on Boxed 

Canvas 

R6500.00 



 



 

 
“Panspermia” 

80cm x 80cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R18 000.00 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“Gilted” 

91cm x 61cm x 2cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Stretched Canvas 

R15 000.00 



 

 



 

 

 

 

“Literally Popping” 

62cm x 47cm (picture size) 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Canvas Board 

(framed) 

R7950.00 



 



 

  “Celebration — Tree of Life” 

75cm x 75cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R7500.00 



 



 

  

 

“Apotheosis” 

47cm x 62cm (picture size) 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas (framed) 

R7950.00 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

“Wallflower Muses” 

80cm x 120cm (picture size) 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Stretched 

Canvas (framed) 

R25 000.00 



 

(24 was the artists’ age when the painting was started and 42 the artists’ age when the painting was 

completed) 



 

‘A Whole Lot of Space’ 

20cm x 20cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R520.00 

 

 



 

‘Elephant in the Room’ 

20cm x 20cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R520.00 

 

 



 

‘Family Tree’ 

20cm x 20cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R520.00 

 

 



 

‘Schrodinger’s Dream’ 

20cm x 20cm x 4cm 

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Boxed Canvas 

R520.00 

 

 



          

‘Red Poppies with Marbled Background II’  ‘Koi I’ 

15cm x 15cm x 4cm     15cm x 15cm x 4cm 

        

‘Koi II’       ‘Red Poppies with Marbled Background I’ 

15cm x 15cm x 4cm     15cm x 15cm x 4cm 

 

*All Acrylic on Boxed Canvas @R390 each 

 



About Cherie Roe Dirksen 

I'm a self-empowerment author/columnist as 

well as a multi-media artist (which includes 

being a painter, bass guitarist, designer and 

composer).  

I originally come from the tip of Africa — Cape 

Town.  

My art is a reflection of my inner workings and 

my reverence of bright colours, form, 

symbology, fractals and sacred geometry — 

whatever stimulates me to unpack a vision onto 

canvas with whatever medium feels right (which 

is why I continuously experiment with mixed 

media).  

My drive is to bring something fresh, spirited, emotive and unique into the world. I combine my 

love of art with my passion to write and help others to get their creative juices flowing. I also 

teach arts and crafts to children at Net vir Pret (a local youth upliftment centre) where we, 

primarily, make art out of recycled goods. 

I run my own site (wwwcherieroedirksen.com) and am a weekly contributing writer for Conscious 

Life News. I recently started presenting the weekly news headlines as taken from CLN on B.I.G. 

Radio which comes out every Friday. I am also a columnist for South Africa's well known holistic 

magazine, Odyssey (writing alongside the likes of the amazing Mr Paulo Coehlo!).  

I work from home and live with my husband and two feline children in the bizarrely artsy and 

intriguing village of Barrydale (Klein Karoo) which provides me with infinite laughs, incredulity 

and moments of sheer awe and inspiration.  

I grew up and was schooled in Fish Hoek, a sleepy little coastal town on the Cape Point route. I 

took art lessons with local artist, Veronica Vincent, and later on — in my senior years of 

education — took extra classes at the Frank Joubert Art Center in Newlands where I pottered 

with ceramics and sculpture for 2 years. After leaving school I became a qualified Interior 

Decorator through the Sheffield School of Interior Design and worked in a few local framing 

consultants/galleries and art shops. 

In 1999 I left the art world in pursuit of music and joined a band called The Bends. We brought 

out 2 CD’s — ‘7 Days’ and ‘Uncomplicated’ before we decided to move to the UK. I'm currently 

the bass guitarist for the South African indie/alternative/rock band, Templeton Universe.  

After a 3 year escapade to the English countryside (Widdington, Essex) in 2002, I rekindled my 

love for art and started to paint and sell my work online — a new cyber adventure that would 

later prove to be the most incredible career move of my life. I returned to my homeland in 2005 

and started full-time painting and selling my art online.  

In 2010 I wrote my first self-empowerment novel, ‘Divine You — Redefining Love in the New 

Earth’, and it was accepted for publication by publishers in New York. My second novel, ‘Carpe 

Diem or Bust — A Spiritual Guide to the Good Life’, was self-published and came out in 2013. I 

http://www.cherieroedirksen.com/
http://www.consciouslifenews.com/
http://www.consciouslifenews.com/
http://www.consciouslifenews.com/
http://www.bigindiegiant.com/
http://www.bigindiegiant.com/
http://www.bigindiegiant.com/
http://odysseymagazine.co.za/
http://www.templetonuniverse.com/
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781500973063
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781500973063
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781482793369
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781482793369
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781482793369


have also self-published 2 table books ('Creative Expression - How to find your inspiration...' and 

'Art Portfolio: Cherie Roe Dirksen') all of which can be found at any leading bookstore.  

In 2009 I brought out my first mood music instrumental CD called ‘Nature Calling’ (available at 

Amazon and iTunes).  

Other chronological features include: 

 'The Times' newspaper, 'Under the Hammer' by Lerato Matsaneng, November 2009 

 Art and book, 'Divine You', featured in Full Circle magazine (South Peninsula), Sean 

Houghton - 2011 (February issue)  

 Bid or Buy 'Success Stories' feature, Lana Stevic, September 2011  

 'Whales' painting and poem featured in book, 'An African Legend White Lions and 

Marine Mammals' by Michele C. Stewart, 2012  

 SABC Morning Live 'Valentine’s Day' episode (art featured), 2014  

 Introductory art and books feature in Odyssey magazine, Issue 2 - 2016  

 Art Map feature - 2016 (http://artmapsa.com/karoo-art-hotel) 

 The South African Artist Magazine issue no. 27 (page 28) – 2017 

 DISCOVER SOUTH AFRICA, Travel Channel via the Karoo Art Hotel  

Exhibitions to date: 

 Solo Exhibition - '42', Magpie Art Collective, Barrydale (2018) 

 Solo Exhibition - 'Rocking Art', Karoo Art Hotel, Barrydale (2016) 

 'Miniatures' Exhibition at the Karoo Art Hotel, Barrydale. December 2015 

 Hyoko Wildlife Art Exhibition, NADS Gallery, Durban (2013)   

 

Come visit me at: 

 www.cherieroedirksen.com 

cheriedirksen@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781466316706
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/product/9781503054042
http://artmapsa.com/karoo-art-hotel
http://www.cherieroedirksen.com/
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